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words Abolish Nuclear Weapons Now.
Each of the pro se defendants and the others’ court ap-

pointed attorneys made a closing statement.
Mike Whalen quoted Martin Luther King, Jr.’s speech 

about seeing the promised land. Did “Bix” think cross-
ing the line would end nuclear weapons? No, but it’s a 
start. He recited the facts about the cost of the new Oak 
Ridge bomb plant and the line of contractors at the federal 
trough. “Bix saw it,” Whalen said. “He said, ‘Enough!’”

Brad Lyttle’s closing was concise 
— the danger is imminent and total, 
so our demonstration is warranted.

Wayne Stanbaugh, Rosdatter’s 
attorney, chided the government for 
suggesting the protesters were play-
ing a game. “This is no game. This 
is serious. Look at these defendants. 
This is about their lives, and they 
took it very seriously, and they ex-
ercised their civic duty to be at Y-12 
and to do what they did.”

Steve Baggarly asked what it 
means to be human in a world of 
extreme poverty where the military 
spends more than $3 million per 
minute. “Every minute is impor-
tant,” Baggarly said, “every minute 
we move toward or away from the 
kingdom of God. It is time to put 
up the sword and share bread,” he 
concluded.

The prosecutor cast aspersion on 
the defendants who did not testify, 
suggesting they were hiding. And 
she attempted to lump them with 
terrorists: “What territory are we 
getting into here?” she asked, “Do 
you believe there are people out there 
who want to harm America? How do 
you know their intentions?”

The jury was given its instructions, deliberated a little 
more than an hour (in time to be home for dinner), and 
returned a verdict of guilty for each of the twelve defen-
dants. Seven of them: Bonnie Urfer, Ardeth Platte, Mike 
Walli, Carol Gilbert, Steve Baggarly, Jackie Hudson 
and Jean Gump told the court they had no intention of 
continuing with the terms of their supervised release until 
returning to Tennessee for sentencing. They asked to sur-
render on Thursday morning but instead were taken from 
court in the custody of federal marshals. 

The court was asked to place a hold on Bichsel’s 
custody, so that he can avoid the stress of prison transport 
back and forth to Washington. Under his current sentence, 
he will be released to home confinement on June 24, and 
attorney Whalen also asked that he be allowed to remain 
in Tennessee for sentencing as soon after release as pos-
sible, if it can spare him extra travel. 

Outside the courthouse that evening, a circle of voices 
rose in song — “Hold on, hold on, keep your eyes on the 
prize, hold on.”

On May 20, Urfer, Platte, Gilbert, Baggarly, Hudson 
and Gump were all transferred to the Irwin County Deten-
tion Center, a private prison in south Georgia with federal 
contracts. Walli was moved there on June 3.

Sentencing dates are set as each convict’s presentenc-
ing report is completed. Several have been set for differ-
ent days in September.

For more information, contact the Oak Ridge Environ-
mental Peace Alliance, POB 5743, Oak Ridge, TN 37831, 
865-776-5050, orep@earthlink.net, www.orepa.org. Pris-
oner updates are also posted at DisarmNowPlowshares.
wordpress.com.

Over Memorial Day weekend, Jackie Hudson suffered 
severe chest pain but received little to no adequate assess-
ment in the private prison, and some ibuprofen. Persis-
tent advocacy from attorneys, physicians and supporters 
contacting the jail, the court, and the U.S. Marshals finally 
resulted in an ambulance arriving at the jail Tuesday 
morning, May 31, to take her to a hospital for evalua-
tion. This initial exam ruled out coronary problems as the 
source of Hudson’s pain. She was returned to the jail’s 
medical isolation cell.

Individually addressed letters of support should be 
sent to William Bichsel, Bonnie Urfer, Ardeth Platte, 
Michael Walli, Carol Gilbert, Steve Baggarly, Jackie Hud-
son, and Jean Gump at the addresses shown on page 3, 
Inside & Out.  Please note that Hudson and Gump may be 
released shortly after publication on a promise to appear 
for sentencing.

In cross-examining Rosdatter, the prosecutor asked if 
Rosdatter taught her students to break the law. She said, 
“No, but I do teach about necessity, the idea that if some-
one is strangling their wife, whether it is trespass or not to 
go in to stop him.”

Trying to discredit Rosdatter’s comparable claim of 
necessity, the prosecutor asked several ways whether Ros-
datter simply thought she was above the law, and Rosdat-
ter answered no, each time. Finally, Rosdatter, constrained 

from elaborating on her reasoning, said, “You are asking 
questions that I have been told I can’t answer.”

She was questioned then about the rights of the other 
protesters, on the approved side of the fence. She began 
her reply by saying it’s not a matter of the First Amend-
ment as much as it is about the Sixth..., when she stopped, 
because the judge was calling for a private conference in 
the corner with the attorneys. When they came out of their 
huddle, the judge reprimanded the prosecutor for asking 
questions Rosdatter wasn’t allowed to answer. 

Rosdatter was thus stymied just as she’d begun to 
address the significance of Article 6 of the Constitution, 
which makes international treaties (such as the Nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty) binding under U.S. law. It was 
the defendants’ position, prohibited from mention in the 
courtroom, that continuing nuclear weapons production 
at Y-12 is in direct violation of U.S. obligations under the 
treaty.  What’s a citizen to do in the face of lawless state 
action that threatens all of humanity? 

It was a question that Rosdatter didn’t have the chance 
to ask or answer.

Steve Baggarly followed. He spoke of 25 years of 
service as a Catholic Worker and of his two boys. He 
launched into two brief stories and began telling the story 
of a hibakusha (survivor of the atomic bombings). As 
the first sentence ended, the prosecutor was on his feet. 
“Objection,” he said and then, revealing his secret gift of 
clairvoyance, “I believe I can see where this is going.”

The judge decided to defer his ruling, and Baggarly 
continued, describing the inferno of Hiroshima — and the 
objection was sustained. 

Baggarly went on to note Y-12’s bombs would turn the 
world to hell, noting the root word of terror is the same 
as deterrence. “We keep fear alive as long as we keep 
nuclear weapons.” 

Baggarly addressed the charge against him, saying, 
“The no trespass law at Y-12 is one of a web of laws used 
to protect weapons of mass destruction. The laws and the 
courts defend weapons for doomsday. The law is in the 
service of death. My action at Y-12 was to willfully do 
good in the service of life.”

On cross examination, the prosecutor tried to spar 
with Baggarly, asking him if he planned to go to China 
to protest their nuclear weapons. “Disarmament begins at 
home,” he answered. Asked if it was unlikely that nuclear 
weapons would be abolished, Baggarly said, “People in 
Egypt didn’t think it was likely they would overthrow the 
leadership of their country.”

Dennis DuVall was last on the stand, and Robert Kurtz 
put him through the paces. DuVall told of traveling to 
New York for the Nonproliferation Treaty review confer-
ence and hearing nations say they wanted to limit nuclear 
weapons but that they couldn’t do it. Unlike Lentsch’s, 
DuVall’s sign was returned to him and put into evidence. 
The sign has a photo of Martin Luther King, Jr. with the 

was sustained. Asked if she felt she was willful, she was 
cut off again. Finally, her attorney John Eldridge asked 
her how she felt in the courtroom. “I feel happy that I did 
what my conscience calls me to do. And I feel sad for the 
court restrictions on what we can tell you,” she said to the 
jury. “I took an oath to tell the truth —”. 

The judge cut her off with a stern admonishment to her 
lawyer. 

Under cross examination, prosecu-
tor Jeff Theodore asked Lentsch if she 
knew she was breaking the law as she 
crossed the line. “I was obeying a higher 
law,” she said. When he asked if Lentsch 
had discussed her intentions with others, 
ten lawyers leaped to their feet to object. 
The judge sustained the objection, then 
quipped, “I thought someone had called a 
recess when everyone stood up.”

Then Bichsel took the stand and spoke 
of the kingdom of God. “We pray the Our 
Father,” he said, reciting the words, “and 
we say ‘Thy kingdom come,’ and we forget 
it is possible for the kingdom of heaven 
to come on earth.” The judge sustained an 
objection to a question about the Freedom 
Riders, but in answering the next question 
Bichsel moved quickly to the Freedom 
Riders and said they did not expect to end 
segregation overnight, but they thought 
others would follow. He quoted Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s statement that the choice 
now is between nonviolence or nonexis-
tence.

When he was cross-examined, many in 
court were astonished to see a U.S. pros-
ecutor, who had worked hard to make sure 
the defendants were not allowed to speak 
of their faith or religious motivation, ask 
Fr. Bichsel if he was familiar with the Bible 
verse that spoke of plowshares. She asked 
if he could he quote it exactly. By the time she got another 
word in, Bichsel had quoted the verse and was halfway 
through the homily.

At the conclusion of Bichsel’s cross-examination, 
court adjourned for the day. 

The verdict came Wednesday at the end of a long 
day in court. Proceedings began at 9:15 a.m., but the day 
started a little earlier for some. In response to the court’s 
refusal to allow Mary Dennis Lentsch to submit as evi-
dence the sign she carried over the line on July 5 (which 
pointed out that continued weapons production at Y-12 
violated international law, U.S. Nonproliferation Treaty 
obligations and, by virtue of the supremacy clause of the 
Constitution, U.S. law as well), Lentsch, Ardeth Platte 
and Carol Gilbert arrived at the courthouse an hour before 
court and stood gagged before the front door for forty-five 
minutes. Behind them, David Dwyer held a sign that read 
simply: The Truth, The WHOLE TRUTH?

Brad Lyttle led off the testimony and began with his 
life story. Despite the judge’s repeated urgings that he 
move with haste to something “relevant,” Lyttle calmly 
spoke of his life of resistance – of civil rights marches that 
led to jail, anti-nuclear and anti-Vietnam war demonstra-
tions, the peace walk from San Francisco to Moscow and 
leafletting in the streets of Russia, Poland and Germany.

Lyttle spoke of studying political science and tried 
three times to submit as evidence papers he wrote on the 
probability of a nuclear cataclysm; each time the papers 
were declared irrelevant by the judge. 

In cross-examination, the prosecutor managed to give 
Lyttle one more chance to talk about the danger of nuclear 
weapons. Trying to get Lyttle to agree that Y-12 needs 
tight security, Jeff Theodore asked him if the materials 
Y-12 houses were dangerous.

“That’s an understatement!” Lyttle declared. “They are 
catastrophically dangerous!”

But, argued the prosecutor, they have to keep them 
secure.

“Get rid of them!” Lyttle suggested. “Then we’ll really 
be secure!”

In closing, Lyttle said he had a responsibility as a citi-
zen to bring the danger of nuclear weapons to the atten-
tion of all Americans. “They can destroy us totally at any 
moment,” he said. 

Beth Rosdatter was next on the stand. Her attorney, 
Wayne Stanbaugh, presented her and she raised her hand 
for the oath. “Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth?” asked the court officer. 
“I promise I’ll tell nothing but the truth,” said Rosdatter, 
“but I can’t swear it will be the whole truth.” 

Then she told the jury her story and her goal as a 
philosophy and ethics instructor. “I think we’ve lost the 
ability to talk about things that really matter like the moral 
or political direction of our country,” she said.

Twelve Convicted of Y-12 Trespass, cont.
continued from page 5
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The Y-12 defendants at their pre-trial Festival of Hope-Filled Resistance: Back row from left, 
Michael Walli, Steve Baggarly, Bradford Lyttle, Sr. Mary Dennis Lentsch, Beth Rosdatter, Sr. 
Carol Gilbert, Jean Gump, Sr. Ardeth Platte, Sr. Jackie Hudson. Front row from left, Dennis 
DuVall, Bonnie Urfer, Fr. Bill Bichsel (photo), David Corcoran (photo). 
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Update  
Files

BIG RAPIDS, MICHIGAN:  Two Michigan activists 
charged in last summer’s public pieing of Senator Carl 
Levin pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor assault charge 
in exchange for dismissal of felony “forcible” assault 
charges, which carried up to eight years in prison. While 
Max Kantar read a statement condemning Levin’s pro-
war politics, Ahlam Mohsen pitched the pastry during 
a coffee-shop meet-up with the chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. They will be sentenced June 
20 in federal court in Grand Rapids, and face a maximum 
of one year in prison, up to 5 years probation, and up to a 
$100,000 fine... 
PENTAGON: Federal Magistrate Buchanan dismissed 
charges against Steve Wolford, Beth Brockman and Joan 
Wages, nabbed for leafletting the workaday warriors 
during an Atlantic Life Community demonstration on 
December 28. She said the government failed to prove its 
case...
DAVIS-MONTHAN AIR FORCE BASE: Jean 
Boucher, Dennis DuVall and John Heid were convicted 
in city court May 17 of trespassing at the local war base 
after Tucson’s annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day march 
on January 17. They walked into the base with letters for 
base personnel opposing depleted uranium munitions and 
armed drones, key ingredients in the base’s mission. They 
were each sentenced to time served, plus one year of un-
supervised probation during which they may not return to 
the base, and $200 in jail costs or 20 hours of community 
service for a non-profit, not excluding anti-war work...
LEONARD PELTIER: Two months after a biopsy, 
Peltier was finally informed that he does not have 
prostate cancer. His Defense Offense Committee wrote 
in early May that because symptoms persist, new tests 
have been conducted, and a diagnosis is long overdue. 
Peltier’s severe diabetes is a complicating factor, so the 
Committee and Peltier have asked supporters to continue 
contacting the Bureau of Prisons and request that Peltier 
be transferred to FCI-Oxford or FMC Rochester. Either 
facility can adequately accommodate his medical needs. 
Federal Bureau of Prisons, 320 1st Street, NW, Washing-
ton, DC 20534, info@bop.gov, voice: 202-307-3198, fax: 
202-514-6620...
WASHINGTON, D.C.:  A charge of disorderly conduct 
against former CIA analyst Ray McGovern has been 
dismissed. McGovern stood silently with his back turned 
on Secretary of State Hilary Clinton in an anti-war protest 
on February 15, when she spoke at George Washington 
University.  Police left him bruised and bloodied after 
forcing him out of the hall, handcuffing him twice and 
booking him at the station...
U.S.A.F. MILDENHALL: Lindis Percy, a persistent 
nonviolent opponent of U.S. military bases on U.K. soil, 
was finally tried April 5 and acquitted of violating the 
post-9/11 Serious Organized Crime and Police Act when 

sweden
Ofog, the Swedish anti-militarist network, invites in-

ternational activists to this summer’s action camp against 
military combat training in Luleå, northern Sweden. July 
26 will be the day for nonviolent direct action at NEAT, 
the North European Aerospace Test Range, during NATO 
war practice. Make a direct impact on the largest training 
ground for war in Europe and meet as organizations and 
activists to exchange experiences and knowledge and co-
ordinate resistance in the future. This year’s day of action 
aims to paint the arms pink. For more information, visit 
www.warstartshere.com/en and www.ofog.org or email 
info@ofog.org, phone +46 (0) 733 81 53 61.

olkiluoto
Join this summer’s blockade of Europe’s largest, most 

expensive, new nuclear power plant at Olkiuoto, Finland.   
Plan to be there by August 20.  Full details about the 
encampment, nonviolent direct actions, accommodation, 
legal consequences, maps and other information will be 
found at olkiluotoblockade2011.wordpress.com/english.

hinkley point
On October 3, 2011 activists will nonviolently block-

ade the access to Hinkley Point nuclear power station in 
Somerset for one day.

While the blockade will be the key focus, there will be 
plenty of roles and activities for people who do not wish 
to risk arrest. So everyone who is anti-nuclear can come 
to express their opposition in many different ways. There 
will be a nonviolence training to prepare for the blockade. 
Information at stopnewnuclear.org.uk.

dsei 
This September, the world’s biggest arms fair returns to 
the conference center at London Docklands, England. 
Make no mistake; this is the big one – the nexus of 1,200 
purveyors of capitalism, war and repression. Join the Day 
of Action against DSEi on Tuesday, September 13, and 
other actions all week. In previous years there have been 
street parties, Critical Mass bike rides, die-ins, mock sales 
of “arms”, legs and even a tank; splashing fake blood 
across the entrances, engaging with arms dealers on the 
trains and platforms, invading the car park and rail en-
trance, blocking the roads, locking on to the trains, tripod 
and boat blockades to stop equipment from arriving at the 
arms fair and more. Find out where the arms dealers’ din-
ner is taking place on September 15 and spoil their party! 
For more information, visit dsei.org. 

nevada
A National Catholic Worker Gathering will be held 

in Las Vegas, Nevada, October 7–9, 2011.  Roundtable 
discussions, hikes, prayer, crafts, singing, opportunity 
for civil disobedience at the Nevada Test Site (nuclear 
weapons) and Creech Air Force Base (drone warfare). 
Hosted by the Las Vegas Catholic Worker at Christ the 
King Catholic Community. Confirmed attendance already 
from at least 100 Catholic Workers, families and friends 
in 27 states [NR editors’ note: including us!]. If you plan 
to attend, or for more information, please contact  the 
Las Vegas Catholic Worker, 500 W. Van Buren Ave., Las 
Vegas, NV 89106, 702-647-0728, mail@lcnv.org.

Vanunu  
Renews Exit Ask

Excerpts from a letter internally exiled Israeli nuclear 
whistleblower Mordechai Vanunu sent May 5 to Eli 
Yishai, Minister of the Interior: 

Recently, the Knesset passed a law authorizing 
the revocation of Israeli citizenship for those con-
victed of espionage and treason. 

For 25 years I am waiting and demanding the 
restoration of my complete freedom. I am asking 
the state of Israel to revoke my citizenship. 

This wish for revocation of citizenship is neither 
new nor recent. Now, however, it is supported by 
the new Citizenship Revocation Law, passed on 
March 28, 2011.

I have no other citizenship, but I can easily get 
one, even during my enforced sojourn in Israel, and 
certainly if I leave the country.

After the treatment and “care” which I got from 
this country and its citizens, I cannot feel myself a 
wanted citizen here. In the Israeli media and on the 
Israeli streets I am called “the atomic spy” and “a 
traitor”, harassed and persecuted as an enemy of 
the state for 25 years.

I feel myself still imprisoned, still a prisoner 
of war and a hostage, held by the state and the 
government... I wish to exercise my right to the 
freedom of conscience and the freedom of choice, 
by choosing not to be a citizen of Israel...

I ask you to let me be free from Israel as our 
dislike is mutual.

continued on page 12

stratcom
The Des Moines and Omaha Catholic Workers will 

sponsor their annual 3-1/2 day August 6-9 “shake and 
bake” vigil at the gates of Offutt Air Force Base, in Bel-
levue, Nebraska, home of the Strategic Nuclear (STRAT-
COM) and the U.S. Military Space Commands. Vigil 
concludes August 9 from 8–11 a.m. with a ceremony 
and line crossing. Evening programs to be announced; 
come for an hour or the whole time. Bring a bedroll for 
church floor space or call ahead for other hospitality. For 
more info contact Jerry Ebner at 402-502-5887 or email 
cwomaha@gmail.com.

lockheed-martin
Brandywine Peace Community will hold a Hiroshima 

Day commemoration and vigil, concluding with nonvio-
lent civil disobedience beginning at noon on Saturday, 
August 6 at Lockheed Martin corporation on Goddard 
Boulevard, behind the King of Prussia Mall, Valley Forge, 
Pennsylvania. Call the Brandywine Peace Community, 
610-544-1818, by July 25 if interested in participating in 
the Hiroshima Day civil disobedience.

d.c.
Jonah House and the Dorothy Day Catholic Worker Com-
munity will host a Hiroshima/Nagasaki Days Faith and 
Resistance Retreat in Washington, D.C., with nonviolent 
direct actions at the White House and Pentagon. Details 
pending. For more information, contact Dorothy Day 
Catholic Worker, 202-882-9649.

 bangor
Ground Zero Center for Nonviolent Action will com-

memorate the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Naga-
saki with nonviolent direct action at Kitsap-Bangor Navy 
Base, homeport of Trident nuclear submarines.  Details 
pending, contact the Ground Zero Center for Nonviolent 
Action, www.gzcenter.org, email info@gzcenter.org, 360-
930-8697.

livermore
Planning is underway for a Hiroshima Day commemo-

ration at the Livermore nuclear weapons lab in California, 
with civil resistance planned for Nagasaki Day, August 9. 
For more info as plans develop, contact Tri-Valley CAREs 
at 925-443-7148 or visit trivalleycares.org.

hiroshima/nagasaki

she took a walk inside the Suffolk, England air base in 
October 2009. The gate officer testified he was busy and 
didn’t see her slip in; she said he’d examined her ID and 
waved her through. Video evidence from only the crucial 
moments was oddly missing. At the end of the trial, the 
judge said the airman, “like any human being, reran the 
incident to make it look rather different.” Knowing he 
would be in “hot water, being human he may have blotted 
out this incident.” Furthermore, “anyone listening to Ms. 
Percy would believe her.” The charge was dismissed, and 
Percy was awarded costs...  
CHICAGO:  Charges were dropped for ten people ar-
rested at the federal building January 11 in a solidarity 
action with the Witness Against Torture fast and direct 
actions in Washington, D.C...
ALDERMASTON: Three Christians who cut a new gate 
for disarmament workers through the fence at the British 
nuclear weapons complex last September were in New-
bury Magistrates Court May 24, but had trouble finding a 
judge for the case until late in the day. Trial commenced, 
but did not conclude, and had to be continued until June 
21. In another case going back to the Big Blockade of 
February, 2010, three people stood for trial in Newbury 
for trespassing through the Boilerhouse gate. They were 
charged under a special post–9/11 section protecting nu-
clear establishments, but the evidence showed that while 
they did in fact cross the line, the blockaders had had to 
weave their way through police, arms locked together, 
to get to a gate that was then opened for them. The judge 
held onto the technical question, and convicted Rae Brad-
ford, Janet Fenton and Gillian Lawrence. After expressing 
concern that the legislation had been used to bring them 
to court, he sentenced them to three months conditional 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
...Clamshell Call to Action! Responding to the Catastro-
phe at Fukushima. Veterans of New England’s anti-nucle-
ar Clamshell Alliance are calling on Clams to meet at the 
World Fellowship in Conway, New Hamphire on July 23 
to plan and strategize and organize. The meeting will take 
place during the Clamshell Alliance reunion, July 22 – 24. 
For rooms, tenting and dining, the World Fellowship can 
accommodate up to 150 overnight, so reserve soon (www.
worldfellowship.org) if you plan to stay over. Clams 
who cannot attend are encouraged to connect with other 
Clams, allies and concerned citizens, to hold meetings in 
their local and regional communities, organize nonvio-
lent actions, demonstrations and educational events, send 
spokes to the July 23 meeting. For more information and 
to share your plans with other Clams, email info@clam-
shellalliance.org and visit clamshellalliance.org.
... Radiating Posters is a beautiful 194-page full-color 
book that tells the history of the anti-nuclear power move-
ment through its posters from across the globe. Published 
by WISE Amsterdam and the Laka Foundation, and draw-
ing on the Foundation’s extensive and unique collection 
of posters as well as private collections from people all 
over the world. $35 includes priority mail shipping from 
Nuclear Information and Resource Service, 6930 Carroll 
Ave. #340, Takoma Park, MD 20912, or order online via 
the NIRS Store at nirs.org. Outside the U.S., order via 
www.laka.org/radiatingposters.html.

...Abalone Alliance Looks Forward – Families and 
friends are invited to a potluck picnic at noon on Sunday, 
August 7, at Brommer St. Park & 30th Ave., Santa Cruz, 
hosted by Abalone member group, Santa Cruz People for 
a Nuclear Free Future. Were you there at Diablo Canyon 
protesting the building of the nuclear power plant thirty 
plus years ago? Well then, it is time for a look back and 
a look forward! Special showing at 1 p.m. of David L. 
Brown’s award winning documentary, A Question of 
Power, about the resistance actions at Diablo. $10 sug-
gested donation benefits the Resource Center for Nonvio-
lence. For more information, contact Harvey at h.dosik@
sbcglobal.net, 831-420-1567.
Cooking for Peace with Food Not Bombs –  
Cultivating Community, Reaping Revolution, writ-
ten and illustrated by Keith McHenry. (2011, See Sharp 
Press; free review copy download at foodnotbombs.net 
or $25 postpaid (after Fall 2011 release) from Food Not 
Bombs, POB 424, Arroyo Seco, NM 87514 USA; 364 pp, 
8.5”x11” )  The fully-revised handbook features over 200 
photos and illustrations, the 30 year history of the move-
ment and logistics on how to start a local group, organize 
meetings, tours, gatherings and successful campaigns of 
nonviolent direct action, plus vegan recipes to provide 
meals for groups of 100 and families of six. Includes fly-
ers to reprint and many other useful details to bring about 
“The Change We Knead.” 

Update Files, cont.
continued from page 11

Pro se Defense, cont.
continued from page 2

discharge and £50 towards costs. Two co-defendants 
who were too ill to attend trial have since had their cases 
dismissed at the suggestion of the judge...
NEW YORK CITY: Nine people arrested last Decem-
ber at the Times Square military recruiting station were 
in court for trial April 8.  After confirming from each of 
the officers who testified that the protesters had acted in 
an orderly or peaceful manner, the judge then asked each 
if it was acceptable to offer that the cases be adjourned 
contemplating dismissal.  Hearing no objection, the offer 
was made and the defendants all accepted...

ing notified. Resisting arrest charges are often dismissed 
after a showing that the legal definition of resisting in the 
statute doesn’t include arguing with a police officer or 
passive non-cooperation, such as going limp.

C. CONSTITUTION.  Local ordinances frequently 
conflict with generally accepted interpretations of the U.S. 
Constitution. Many contemporary judges will override 
local and state statutes and regulations if defendants pres-
ent a clear and articulate defense appealing to the broad 
freedoms of religion, speech, press and public assembly 
guaranteed in the First Amendment.*

7.  At my May 23, 2001 trial for illegal re-entry to Ft. 
Benning, the prosecutor presented seven witnesses against 
me. These testified about arrest and detention processes 
at Benning, and how I was processed on two occasions 
at their gymnasium processing center. However, they 
did not produce any witness to the date, time, place or 
circumstances of my individual arrest. I pointed this out 
to the judge at the close of the prosecution case and asked 
for acquittal on prosecution failure to present proof of 
the charge against me. I also made an eloquent general-
ized Constitutional defense based on freedom to assemble 
at a base that was then otherwise open 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year for every other kind of normal entry and 
activities that are not guaranteed or privileged by the 
Constitution.

Judge Faircloth complimented me on my wisdom and 
on the competence of my defense. Nonetheless, without 
any explanation of his reasoning, he still found me guilty 
and imposed the maximum prison sentence of six months. 
No defendant, whether pro se or represented by a lawyer, 
should ever naively assume that a judge will conscien-
tiously follow the laws, Constitution, or accepted legal 
procedures of our judicial system. You may be convicted 
when you have committed no illegal act; you may be 
acquitted, for various reasons, even though you may have 
committed an act that may be illegal.

8.  Anyone new to pro se defense can benefit greatly 
from discussing their case thoroughly with experienced 
pro se defendants or lawyers familiar with civil protest 
cases. (Sometimes discussions with lawyers who have no 
practical experience with such cases will be misleading 
rather than helpful.)

Do it, and learn. I’m usually available, and happy to 

talk to other activists. Here is a rough count of my trial 
record over the last 34 years (since I first started repre-
senting myself and pleading not guilty in most nonviolent 
civil action cases): pled guilty, seven times; not guilty, 29 
times; dismissed before trial on motion of prosecutor or 
judge, 12; acquitted, 8; convicted, 8; outstanding warrant, 
1. Conviction rate in contested cases, 29%. Not Clarence 
Darrow, but not shabby either.

Karl Meyer, Nashville Greenlands, 2407 Heiman St., 
Nashville, TN 37208, 615-322-9523.

* “Congress shall make no law respecting an establish-
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for redress of grievances.”


